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ROBERT ALVA GRIFFIN

Member of The Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma

2 Decades + of Telecom Experience
Direct with Tribal Nations since 2014

FBA Tribal Co-Chair
CNO Broadband Steering Committee Chair

LNO Graduate 2017
CNO Broadband Project Director

USMC Reserve Veteran
Owner of Haklo LLC

www.haklo.net



GOALS FOR TODAY
• Learn more about Native American

and Indigenous Nations.

• Understand differences vs. corporate 
organizations.

• Expand your Discovery and thought 
process

• Use live polls and surveys to gather 
audience opinions.



U.S. PROFILE

574 Federally Recognized Tribes

63 State Recognized

326 Reservations

56.2 Million Acres

5 Million Native Americans

2060 est. 10 Million Native Americans



MORE KNOWLEDGE
Navajo Nation Reservation would be 42nd

largest state.
Choctaw Nation = Size of Massachusetts
19 Tribal Nations larger than Rhode Island 
12 Tribal Nations larger than Delaware
29% of American Indians – Alaska Natives 
under the age of 18 
U.S. Population at 21.9% under 18



WHY DOES THIS 
MATTER?

“Unserved”

• Education

• Medical Assistance

• Language

• Remote Learning







SEAL OF A TRIBAL NATION





WHAT IS SOVEREIGNTY?
• Inherent (predates U.S. Government)

• Not granted by any government.
• Tribes were self governing societies long before contact with European 

nations. Unwritten laws and behavior guided by norms of conduct.
• Most Tribes have adopted written constitutions.

• Recognized in treaties, court decisions and U.S. Constitution.
• Distinct independent political communities-self governing.

• Separate and independent from Federal and State Governments.
• Inherent powers have never been extinguished.



CHOCTAW NATION GOVERNMENT
• Listen to find out more. Web Search.

• Executive Branch
• Chief
• Assistant Chief

• Legislative Branch
• Tribal Council

• Judicial Branch
• Appellate Court
• Constitutional Court
• District Court
• Oklahoma – CALL ME!



LANGUAGE

Code Talkers Video
https://www.usmint.gov/lear
n/coin-and-medal-
programs/medals/native-
american-code-talkers
• 1st Generation Speakers
• 2nd Generation Speakers
• Dialect

• Yakoke – Thank You

• Halito – Hello

• Chi Pisa La Chike

• Until we meet again

• Haklo –

• Listen or To Listen

https://www.usmint.gov/learn/coin-and-medal-programs/medals/native-american-code-talkers
https://www.usmint.gov/learn/coin-and-medal-programs/medals/native-american-code-talkers
https://www.usmint.gov/learn/coin-and-medal-programs/medals/native-american-code-talkers
https://www.usmint.gov/learn/coin-and-medal-programs/medals/native-american-code-talkers


LEADERSHIP TITLES

Varies in Sovereign Nations
• Chief
• Assistant Chief
• Governor
• President
• CEO
• Principal

Elections
• 4 Years
• Turnover after 

Election



FINAL TIPS & TAKEAWAYS

Blood Quantum

Check Requirements

Dawes Rolls

Distribution

Varies

Customs and Traditions

Handshakes

Q&A



THANK YOU
“YAKOKE”

Robert Griffin

405-655-1419

rob.griffin@haklo.net

www.haklo.net

Code “NTTA” 20% Discount

http://www.haklo.net/
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